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FOR THE MAGAZINE. ‘divine truth, than in the punishment of any 
‘transgression of the divine law. ‘The one is as 
much a matter of equity as the other. If unbe- 
‘tiefinvolved no mora! delinguency, on no prin- 
ciple of justice, could its punishment be yindi- 
cated.” 

-The object of this paragraph is to illustrate 
the distinction “between the sovereignty and the 
equity ot the divine administration.” Let us 
then notice, 


_ Remarks on Mr. Wardiaw’s Discourses. 
fae 


rough the kindness of a friend, | have been 
avored with a reading of the foliowing dis- 
urses, entitled ; ‘Man responsible tor his be-, 
lief; Two Sermons occasioned by a passage in’ 


M P. on his installation as Lord Rector of the 
University of Glasgow, April6. 1825. By Ralph 
Wardlaw, D. D” In these discourses, the fol-| ist. What Mr. Wardlaw says, concerning the 
lowing. passage is found, pages 20, 2i, on which equity of the divine administration. He says, “The 
1 beg leave to make a few remarks. Mr. Ward-, sole determination on this side of the alternative 
law thus writes.—“In entering on this part of) is the determination of equity to punish sin. Dam- 
my subject, | must begin by stating a distinction, | nation is the fulfilment of a sentence of equity. 
which is sufficiently obvious, and yet too fre-| Merited Salvation, and unmerited perdition, are 
quently lost sight of; that, namely, between the ideas alike incongruous and contradictory.” He 
sovereignty and the equity of the divine adminis-| adds, “The curse & damnation, are the result, in 
tration. Sovereignty is simply “the good pleas-| every case. not of sovereignty, but of equity.” 
ure of God’s will,” by which he is left at full}; Mr. W. no were says, in as many words, in his 
liberty to do towards his creatures whatever is; discourses, that he believes in endless misery, 
noé inconsistent with equity. Equity is rau but it is well known that this is a part of his 
ed in giving every one his due; and what is due|creed. When he speaks of damnation, perdi- 
in equity cannot be withheld in sovereignty. In/ tion, condemnation, and punishment, he would 
regard to all that is good, sovereignty may go allow that he included it. We see from these 
beyond what is due, but cannot, without a viola-| statements, and shall see afterwards, that Mr. 
tion of the claims of equity, keep within it. As|W. positively denies that any are damned in 
to the infliction of evil, it comes not atall within; sovereignty. “The curse and damnation are 
the province of sovereignty; it belongs exclu-| the result, in every case, not of sovereignty, but 
sively to that of equity. The sovereign infliction of equity.” Bat [ ask, was it not once true or- 
of evil is an anomaly, that can have no place an-- thodoxy that God damned men-in sovereignty. 
der the righteous government of God. Sover- But-he now explicitly denies this, for he says, 
eignty bas to do only with the bestowment of “there can be no sovereign determination to 
good. This is its proper department; and here | curse and to damn.” Yea, that, “damnation is 
its freedom is without restriction; its range of the fulfilment of a sentence of equity.” And, 
beneficence without limits. Equity can neither “the curse and damnation are the result, in eve- 
withhold deserved good, nor visit with unde- ry case, not of sovereignty, but of equity. ‘The 
served evil: sovereignty. may both suspend de- sentence Js not pronounced, nor the punishment 
served evil, and confer undeserved good, © With. inflicted, in arbitrary vindictiveness. “ The 
regard to creatures, then, that have sinned and | righteous Lord, who loveth rigateousness,”’ must 


n to bless and to save: but there can be no does not venture to say that he sees ground in 


Geek there may be a sovereign determina- | see ground in equity for both.” Mr. Wardlaw 


bad 


| 


- 


a 


~ goje determination, on this side of the alterna- 
tive, is the determination of equity to punish sin. 


3 ‘reign determination to curse and to damn. | equity for both: and we venture fo say no man 


The curse and damnation are the result, in eve-| ever did see this, although some have asserted 


ry case, not of sovereignty, but of equity. There that they did see it, and were even willing to be . 


is a decree of salvation ; and, from the nature of damned. We are sorry to see the righteous 
the thing, that decree. must be sovereign. In| Lord accused of seeing any such thing. The 
nothing else than sovereignty, or divine good righteous Lord has always loved righteousness 


loving either righteousness or goodness. What 
has led him and others into such views, is, their: 
supposing God threatens men with, and will fie 
nally execute upon them damnation or endless 
misery. But why ought they not rather to sus- 
pect, that they have mistaken the meaning of 
the passages, where it is supposed such a doc- 
trine is taught? May not this be the case, and 
is it not a presumption that it is so, seeing their 
views of the divine character, aré irreconcila- 
ble with all ideas of righteousness and goodness 
known among men We believe as firmly as 
Mr. Wardlaw, that ‘unbelief infers guilt and 
condemnation” under the limitations’ which he 
specifies in his discourses. And we are as much 
assured as he can be, that there is nothing “more 
arbitrary in the punishment of unbelief of divine 
truth, than in the punishment of any transgres- 
sion of the’ divine law.’ What we seriously 
question is, that God has affixed the penalty of 
endless misery, either to unbelief or the trans- 
gression of his law. We have no dispute, about 
both inferring guilt and condemnation; no, we 
only think Mr. W. and many others mistaken, 
about the nature. and duration of the condemna- 
tion or punishment he affixes to them. He 
maintains that endless misery is due in equity to 
every unbeliever and transgressor of God’s law. 
On the contrary we maintain that God never 
threatened any of his creatures witlf such a 
punishment, nor do the scriptures teach any 
such doctrine, when fairly examined and allowed 
to be their own interpreter. The texts on 
which such a doctrine is supposed to be built, 
we think can be shewn, are perverted from the 
meaning of the inspired writers. If this be 
then the fact of the case. Mr. W, would admit, 
that God damns none eternally in equity any more 
thanin sovereignty, Ashe has not threatened it 
we may be sure he never will perform it, The 
only question then to be settled is—What texts 
are supposed to teach that God will infliet eud- 
less misery on any of his creatures? We in- 


‘vite to a free and full discussion of what is their 


true meaning. What saith the scriptures, must 
decide this question ; and no orthodox man has a 


right to assume, that the meaning he puts upon 
| them is the true one, . 


pleasure, can it have its origin: for those for and will always continue to love it. He loved’ 
whose salvation it provides are such as, in equi-/ it when he created man and saw the end from 
ty. deserve to perish. But there is no sover-/ the beginning concerning him. We would! 


eign decree of reprobation and perdition. The ask ji 
. it‘in equity or in sovereignty ?” Not surely in 
equity, for Mr. W. tells us, ‘equity is exercised 
‘in giving every one his due ;” and he, nor no 
‘'man will affirm, that it was man’s due to be cre- 
‘ated. [t is evident from Prov. iv. 11, that man 
| was made in sovereignty, according to his de- 


Salvation is the result of a purpose of sovereign- 
ty ; damnation is the fulfilment of a sentence of 
equity. The former presupposes unworthiness, 
the latter, desert. Merited salvation, and un- wate ; 2% er Scena 
merited perdition, are ideas alike incongruous, scription of it, ae we me sie ve pe 
and contradictory. On these principles, if un-| We beg it ge Ps tantra a a 0 os re “63 
belief infers guilt and condemnation, it must be | OT any one else, to shew, _ tod cou die : 
regarded as, in the principle from which it) US In sete athe and then nite: in ety, 
arises, involying some description of moral tur-| yet soa =, righteotts Lord a rig enone 
ide. The sentence is not pronounced, nor | Ness. Why he Should create vents enbes 3 
the punishment inflicted, in arbitrary vindic- eignty, whom he periectly tie * et 
tiveness. ‘Lhe righteous Lord who loveth damn in equity, is of all ei ‘h ae 
righteousness,” must see ground in equity tor terious, We have too gooC phan oe io r. 
both. There is nothing, we may be assured, W. to suppose, that-he would undertake to show, 
‘more arbitrary in the punishment of unbelief of 


| that this was consistent with the righteous Lord, 


ask Mr. W.‘*When God created man, did he do} 


2d. We shall now pay some attention, te 
what Mr. Wardlaw says, concerning the sover- 
eignty of the divine administration. We have 
seen, that he denies, that God damns any in soy- 
ereignty. He says, “As to the infliction of evil, 
it comes not at.all within the province of soy- 
ereignty ; it belongs exclusively to that of equi-— 
ty. ~The Sovereign infliction of evil is an anom- 
aly, that can have no place under the righte@us 
government of God. ‘here can be no sover- 
eign determination to curse andtodamn. ‘The 
curse, and damnation are in every case, not of 
sovereignty, but of equity.” Well, seeing it is 
admitted that none can be damned in sovereign- 
ty, let us inquire, if any can be saved in sover- 
eignty who deserve to be damned in equity % 
We should think not, if what Mr. W. says be 
true, for he declares, ‘equity is exercised in giy- 
ing every one his due, and what is due in equity 
cannot be withheld in sovereignty.”” That Mr. 
W. considers perdition or damnation men’s due 


70 UN 


ia equity, is beyond all controversy, " Py tone 
if it-be their due in equity, how ean it be with- His freedom of sovereignty, “is without re- 
held in sovereignty for he expressly declares, striction ; its range of beneficence without lim- 
“What is due in equity cannot be withheld in its.” The entire question then is,~What is the | 
sovereignty.” He relieves this difficulty by | good pleasure of God’s will respecting the sal-' 
saying, “lo regard to all that is good, sovereign- | vation of his creatures? What has ats Serer 
ty may go beyond what is due, but cannot, with- eign pleasure determined about them? We) 
out a violation of the claims of equity, keep/have seen that Mr. W. explicitly denies that 
within it.” He adds, “Sovereignty may both-, God damns any of them in sovereignty. “The: 
suspend deserved evil, and confer undeserved sovereign infliction of evil is an anomaly, that 
good.” If “what is due in equity cannot be | can have no place under the righteous govern- 
withheld in sovereignty,” it is plain from Mr. | ment of God. There can be no sovereign de-, 
Wardlaw’s own statements that it may be sus-|termination to curse and to damn.” Has God) 
ended, which is equivalent to withholding it—) then any where said, that in sovereignty he has) 
f damnation is not inflicted, it is of little conse-) passed by a number of his creatures, and left! 
quence whether it is called suspending or with-| them to be damned by the claims of equity | 
holding it. |Mr. W. no where asserts this, but | presume he | 
But let us inquire, if Mr. W. believes, that | believes it, and his language seems fairly to im- 
God saves any in soverignty. He does, for he|ply it. But, as it is a matter of no importance 
says, “there is a decree of salvation; and, from! What any man asserts or denies on such a sub- 
the nature of the thing, that decree must be! ject, let us inquire what saith the scriptures I 
sovereign. In nothing else than sovereignty, | Paul, Eph. i. 9, 10, thus writes, ‘Having made 
or divine good pleasure, can it have its origin : known unto us the mystery of his will, accord-! 
for those for whose salvation it provides are |ing to his good pleasure, which he hath purpos- 
such as in equity deserve to perish.” Let it be | ed in himself: that in the dispensation of the 
observed, that he does not say, sovereignty pro-/| fulness. of times, he might gather together in 
vides for the salvation of all, he only intimates,)one all things in Christ, both which are im 
that it provides it for some; and as to all the/ heaven, and which are on earth, even in him.” 
rest, they are in sovereignty passed by, and God | It will be questioned by none, that these words 
lets divine equity exercise itself in giving them /teach us, that it is the purpose of God to save 
their due, eternal damnation. We have not for- according to the good pleasure of his will. To 
gotten that Mr. W. has said, “the curse and dam- ithese words Mr. Wardlaw seems to allude, or 
nation are the result, in every case, not of sov- | rather quotes in his definition of sovereignty, and 
ereignty but of equity.” Admitting it, and that | places them in inverted commas. ‘The only ques- 
there is also a decree of salvation in sovereign-| tion open for discussion is,—how many, of God's 
ty as to some, must not all the rest be passed | creatures did Paul include in the phrase, ta pan- 
over and left to perish in sovereignty? Mr. W,| fa, here rendered ‘all things.” Let us hear 
we presume would admit, yea contend for this. Prof. Stuart, of Andover, about this. He says, 
Upon his own system then, it appears, thatit is|(letters to Dr, Channing, page 67,) “ta panta 
the sovereign or divine good pleasure of God,| then, which the Logos created, means, (as com- 
that those should not be saved but be damned, ;mon usuage and exigency of the passage re- 
13 it asked,-~—-may there not be something in the | quire,) the universe.” Again page 100, he says, 
claims of equity wkich demand, that sovereign- | “things in heaven, earth, and under the earth, 
ty or the divine good pleasure, should pass eel is acommon peraphrasis of the Hebrew and 
by, and let equity give them their just due, eter- New Testament writers, for the universe : (ta 
nal damnation? Not at all; for Mr. W. says,|pa" or ta panca.)” Let us now for a moment 
“Sovereignty may both suspend deserved evil,|compare Mr. Wardlaw’s language and Panl’s. 
and confer undeserved good. In regard to all| Mr. W. says, “Sovereignty is simply “the good 
that is good, sovereignty may go beyond what is pleasure of God’s will.” Salvation is the result 
due, but cannot without a violation ef the claims| ot a purpose ofsovereignty. There isa decree 
of equity, keep within it.’ Yea he denies, that ef salvation; and, from the nature of the thing 
sovereignty is restricted in any degree, either that decree myst be sovereign. 
by equity or by any thing else. ‘Sovereignty | than sovereignty, or divine good pleasure, can 
has to do only with the bestowment of good. This/it have its origin.” Paal says, “having made 
is its proper department; and here its freedom] known unto us the mystery of his will, accord- 
is without restriction ; its range of beneficence | ing to his good pleasure which he hath purpos- 
without limits.” There is nothing then to pre-| ed 
vent sovereignty suspending the damnation of all,|2gree- Well, what. was the purpose and the 
and conferring unmerited salvation on all, for 
Mr. W. declares, “its freedom és without resiric- 
tion ; its range of beneficence without limiis.” But 
Mr. W. and most good people, do restrict the 


the fulness of times, he might gather together in | 
divine sovereignty, and in ages past its range of one all thangs in Christ, both which are am heaven 
beneficence has been confiped within very end which ure on earth, even in him.” Mr. 
narrow limits, for it has been believed, that but| Wardlaw would say, the thing purposed was a 
very few would be saved; divine equity was to| Purpose of salvation, but would limit it, and ex- 
have its course in rendering to men their due, plain te panta ‘ali things’ te mean only a part, 
eternal damnation. Better days however have and perhaps the leest half of mankind. But 
arrived, for some of the most intelligent ortho-} Pref. Stuart, one of his own orthodox brethren, 
dox men aver, that but very few of the human telis him he is mistaken, for ta ponte signifies 
vace comparatively will be damned. the uniyerse, and Paul, to make this matter the 

Bot what does Mr. Wardlaw say sovereignty | more plain and sure, also use? the common pera- 
is? He thosdefinesit. “Sovereignty is simply phrasis for the. universe, “beth whieh are tu 
the good pleasure of God’s will, by which he |#eaven, and which are on earth, even i him.’— 
is left at full liberty to do tewards his creatures} But is it true, that this is a common peraphrasis 
whatever is not incensisient with equity.” Is it for the universe? Nothing can be more cer- 
then inconsistent with equity for God to save in| tain, for we do not rest our faith xbout it on Mr./ 
sovereignty all his creatures? Not in the least,| Stuart's mere assertion. Thus it is said, wna 
tven aceordigg te Mc. W.’s own system, for be | *%- 4; “hou shalt net make unto thee any gra- 


' 
‘ 


IVERSALIST MAGAZINE. | aan 


Well, can suspend the damaation of all and save all.!| ven image, or any likeness of any thing 


that is 
be- a 


in the heayen above, or that is in the earth 
neath, or that is in the water under the e7 
Compare with this Rev. vy. 13. Who disj 
that the prohibition here is, thou shalt not . 
unto thee any likeness of any thing in the uni- 
verse ? But it may be said,-may not Prof. Stu- © 
art be mistaken, in saying ta punta means the 
universe? We answer no, for we bave shew | 
in aserjes of letters addressed to him i tie 
Universalist Magazine, Vols. 1 and 2, that . 
correct, frem the common usage of this expres- 
sion in the New Testament. ‘To conclude, — 

Ist. It affords us sincere pleasure, to see Mr, 
Wardlaw so explicitly deny, that any are dam- 
ned in sovereignty. We hope he will comet 
see, that God does not pass by some in sdver- 
eignty, leaving them to be damned according to 
equity. Upon reflection, he may perhaps think, 
that between passing such by in sovereignty, 
and damning in sovereignty, the difference is not 
so great as many at first sight may imagine. It 
does not make any difference as to those — 
who are damned ; and it certainly does not 
relieve the difficulty to my satisfaction, in which 
the character of God seems to be involved.—_ 
There is not a man to be found in the city of © 
Glasgow, who would not execrate Mr. Wardlaw’s 
character, if he in the good pleasure ef his will, 
passed by one of his children and allowed it to 
perish, if ever in equity it deserved to perish 
for its disobedience against him. But we be» 
lieve he is even better than the God whom he | 
here represents, for we believe, he would not : 
pass by and allow any of his fellow creatures te 4 
perish, if it was in his power tosave them. The 
good pleasure of his will we are sure would not 
be wanting. 

2d. [t also affords us the greatest pleasure to 
see, that Mr. W. places the salvation of meu on 
the good pleasure of God, and not on the merit 
of man. But how often do we hear of men’s fu- 
ture happiness, turning on personal character, or 
the merits of men in this hfe. But says Mr. W, 
‘Meriled salvation, and unmerited perdition, 
are ideas alike incongruous and contradictory.” 
If merited salvation be out of the question, pray, 
how can the greatest degree of demerit ever 
exclude any from it, even allowing it true, that — 
this demerit requires the subject in equity to be '* 
daroned? But we have denied thatGod ever threat- 


In nothing else | ened endless misery to his creatures, aud x ca 

tain with bim that salvation is unmerited, t y: 

according to the good pleasure of God’s » > 8 

Whether Paul’s langhage, and even Prof. Stu. 

; art’s explanation of it, does not prove, that in on 

in himself.” So far Paul and Mr. Wardlaw (the dispensation of the fulness of times, God is 

to gather into one all things in Christ, deserves. 
| extent of it, which Paul saysGod hath purposed | every man’s serious consideration. ~ ht is certain 
in himself, accordiag to the good pleasure of his | from Ir. Wardlaw’s own system, that there is 

will? He answers, “that ia the dispensation of! nothing in the claims of equity to forbid it, nor 3 


has he attempted to prove, that itis not the good : 


} 


| pleasure of God’s will that it should take places 


W. Barrour. 


OBITUARY. va? -5 
Died ig Southborough, (Mass ) Sept. 12th, Mr. 
eric Parker, aged 88 years, after a lingering and = 
sickiess of nineteen months. He retained his mental fa- 
culties unimpaired, until within a few hours of his decease; 
and it is but just to say of him, that during his illness, he 
imbibed a consistent faith in the doctrines of the gospel, 
and » firm hope iu the universal benevolence of the Deity, 
an@ the final resurrection and tion of all men. These 
mueliorated his pains, mitigated his extreme suff dis- 
robed death of his ghastly terrors, enabled him to antici- 
pate his approaching disselution, with calmness and com- 
posure, to meet it with undaunted fortitude, and, to leave 


the world, without a — ( Comneyeniemted/ @ 


you, yet | take the freedom to call your atten-;and the taking into the promises of faithful! 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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“FOR 
A LETTER, | 

To Reo. Mr. F. Freeman, of Plymouth, Mass. 
- Sir—Although not personally acquainted with 
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‘ 


tion again to some of the ideas advanced by 
you. in your sermon on the rich man and Laza- 
rus delivered in this town last Sabbath after- 
noon ; as they appeared to me tu be rather 
contradictory and irreconcilable with reason and 
the general sense of scripture. If in this 1] 


mistake however, I hope you will have the 


oodness to set me right. For all men are lia- 
le to err, and to misunderstand their op-+ 
onents. If ! should, in any instance, misrep- 


resent your ideas, | beg your forgiveness — 


the truth is what we all ought to aim at, and 
if we consider any one of our fellow-creatures 
in an error, respecting things of momentous 
concern, you will, | trust, allow it is the duty of 
one and all of us, to endeavour to undeceive 
them, and point them to “the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world.” J was at 
first disposed to say nothing on the subject, 


through fear of awakening disagreeable emo-! 


tions; but I do not rest entirely satisfied, nor 


feel quite certain that I do right, to pass by them | 


in silence. I beg you to indulge me in the 
freedom, { have at length concluded to take 
The first thing which excited my attention 


MANE V Eee AR SE WEA AGIIN K:, 


thodox theory. Do you ask then, what was the 
parable designed by our Saviour to represent? 
{ answer, as the parable was addressed to the 


Recompense, Endless Rewurds and Punishments, 
&c. you may probably discover the impropriety 
lof such confused sentiments ; and for a more 
Jews, I think it was designed particularly to full and complete refutation of those sentiments, 


represent the fall of the Levitical priesthood, (i refer you toa still better book, viz. the Holy 
Bible. Therein you will find it expressly de-. 
Abraham, the poor and wounded Gentiles. The | clared, by the wisest.servant of God that ever 
high priest under the law, who wore “ purple | spake by inspiration, that--“* Behold the righteous 
and fine robes,’ was represented by a‘ rich man,’ shall be recompensed in the Earth—much more the 
when Christ came into the world, to set up his | wicked and the sinner” see Prov. 11; 31. And 
kingdom, he died a political death, and was, David, the man after God’s own heart, declares 
figuratively, buried in ‘ hades’ (the word ren-' that, ‘ Verily there is a God, that judgeth in the 
dered hell in the text) or the grave. The Gen-| Earth.” Psalms, 58; 11. And God himself’ de- 
tiles, poor and despised, were represented by |clares that “ im the day thou eatest thereof 
Lazarus (which word, if 1 mistake not, signi-,thou shalt surely die. And the sou of God de- - 
fies a‘* poor man”) who was carried by apostles ‘clares that, ‘now is the judgment of this world.’ 
or messengers, [who are also called angels,)|Here sir is positive proof, from the best au- 
into the faith of Abraham, represented by | thority, that the recompense of the righteous 
‘‘Abram’s bosom.” The hell iuto whieh the/and wicked is in the earth, not in the future 
observers of the law were cast, after their po-| world, but now, in the very day of transgres- 
litical death, was that state of mertification,'sion or obedience, we are rewarded or pun- 
which resulted from their seeing the despised| ished. For the way of transgressors is hard, and 
Gentiles taken into the favour of the gospel, | the way of wisdom pleasantness and peace. Now, 
while they, themselves, were thrust out, &c.)sir, as you here publicly asserted the reverse 
I might go on to show the meaning of the re-, of this, I call on you solemnly to shew me, if 
maining figures in the parable, but 1 choose | you can, one passage which unequivocally as- 
rather to refer you to an ingenious and judicious iserts that all men-are to be rewarded or pun-— 


sermon on the subject, by the Rev. Hosea Bal- 
Jou, of Boston, which segmon | venture to say, 
you may easily obtain, as it is for sale at the; 
, Post-Office not far from. your door. © And sir, I 


ishedin a future state of existence according to 
their characters formed in this. I have conversed 
with men on this subject, and they never sat- 
isfied me that this sentiment was true, nor am { 


was your management of the parable, (or yon) wish you would take the trouble to giveit a thor- satished that those who contend for it believe 
admitted it to be a parable and frequently called ough reading, and if it be an error make it it themselves ! When [ ask them if they be- 
it soy yet you explained wt and applied it asa lit- known to the public by candidly reviewing it, lieve this sentiment, they frankly answer yes | 
feral account.) Yon said, if I mistake not, that) and pointing out its errors to the world. This | if 1 ask them, if they expect to be punished or 
the rich man was doubtless a good moral man,}! think is yourimperious duty, for it is read by | rewarded in another world according to their 
and had done, perbaps, many acts of charity) many, and serves to strengthen their minds in| sinful or righteous conduct in this, they are 


and kindness to the poor and distressed ; that! universal salvation; consequently the sooner it 


many had endeavoured to blacken his character 
with crimes ; but this was without foundation. 
For his being dressed in costly array was not an 
evil of itself; and his fare was consistent with 


this affluent circuiystances : and you also said, 


that the idea that Lazarus did not receive-any 
thing from the rich man to relieve his wants 
was groundless ; for the account implied that 
he had been then at the rich mans gate a num- 


lis refuted and shown to be inconsistent with the 
| parable the better, if an error. 

You also asserted thet there-was a passage 
from earth to heaven ; but none from hell to| 
heaven.” twas not a little surprised at this 
bare asserlion, sir, because the scripture cer- 
tainly informs us quite the reverse, and this 


you must allow, if you admit the salvation of 


loth to answer, but generally say they have al- 
ready received more good than they deserved, 
for they were desperately wicked, but hoped to 
be forgiven, and so escape the punishment due 
to themselves. If | ask them, if eternal life is 
stowed on mankind in the future state, as a re- 
ward for serving God in this world, and eternal 
misery asa recompense for sin in this world: 
when, where, and how are men to be recom. 


David, Jonah ; yea, and’ many others of whom  peused for serving, or not serving God there 
‘the scriptures give an acconnt. See Ps, 86; 13,|in the future world, they are confounded. Such 


ber of times, which made it evident that le I Feat onto 
had received frequent charities of the rich Jonah 2, 2, Prov: 9, 18, St. James $,.6, Acts, 2, sir, is the success I meet with in conversing 
man, to gratify his desires. Now sir, it appears | 27. Consider those passages well, and then! with my opponents on future recompense. 
me that the text cannot be both a parable | say, dear sir, if there be not a passage from | Betore I close, sir, permit me to compare 
| litteral account, as you have inconsiderately | kell to heaven ; and inform me sir, if [ have this sentiment with jour literal description: at 
tted it to be! Por what is parabolic can- not an equal right te conclude that there is a|the character of the rich man ; notwithstanding 
not in the yery natute of things be litteral. passage from bell to heaven, by the literal evi- | you represented a as a moral and virtuous 
Ifthe text be a parable as is the case, then it dence of the tacts in the above texis refered to ;;man, you also: said, while Lazarus wiih the 
should be admitted that the circumstances men-; as you lave to infer the contrary from the fig-| righteous was soaring higher and higher in the 


tioned in it, such as a rich man’s dying—his be-, urative account in the parable above mentioned. | 
: é | : es ae 

ing in hell, &c. are figurative and not literal ;,' Another siatement advanced in your gee ourey 

and if not literal, they contain no evidence of to which I wish to eail your attention, is this, 


the doctrine you would advocate. To suppose it) viz. > you asserted more than once with pro 
‘found solemnity, that all and every individual of 


the human iamily, must appear before God in 
the future world, and there receive each one 
‘according to his character and deeds done in 
the body ; for there the righteous Judge will 
reward and punish each one aecording to his 
|works, gc. (1 do not pretend to give your 
proper words, but the seuse you meani to Ccon- 
vey no doubt l am correct in) | know, sir, this 
is afundamenta} article in the orthodox creed, 


is a literal account involves the grossest -ab- | 


surdities, is irreconcileable with almost every 


‘opinion of orthodoxy, which | thiak you must: 


admit ou a more crilical review of the subject. 
No orthodox person that | know of, believes 


that bell is a place of literal fire, or that those | 


tormented in it, could be relieved from its 
flames by literal water applied to their tongues ; 
morc do they believe that the tricked in hell 
have literally, eyes, or tongues, or that they 
converse with the inkabi ‘ey 
ing to exchange places with them, 
ences wish to go to hell to relieve those 
whom their God has cast of without mercy. | 


‘many plausible objections ; objections too, ma 
ny of which, 1 have never seen even a yingle 
attempt to answer; and if you @ill take the 


itants of heaven, wish-| but | confess that | never saw it stated in gn in- 
or that those | teiligible manner, and it seems to be liable to 


Nor do they believe that the damned in heil 
have any benevolent feelings like the rich pan | 
in the parable. These circumstances, sir, prove | 
it to be a parable, and are inconsisient and to-| 


tally irreconcileable 


7 


4” 


7 any part ef the or-| tioned Post-Office) on the subjects of uture: 
* 


trouble to peruse and examine tin® sixth and 
seventh volumes of the Boston Universalist 
Biagazine (which you will find af the foremen- 
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mansions of bliss, the rich man with the wick- 
ed was sinking deeper and deeper in the tor- 
ments of heil torever and ever.” Js not here 
sir a plain contradiction? [If the rich man was 
rewarded according to the character you as 
cribed to him, must he not have been happy ? 
why should he be miserable ? | anticipate that 
you will say because his heart was not chan 
ged; but sir, you admit that this isa superpatu- 
ral work, performed oniy by almighty power. 
‘bie sentiment is not that men are recompensed 


according to the aloiighty’s works, but accord 


ing to their own. Go which way you wili, sin, 
you connet avoid this glaring inconsistency, 
Again, if the rich map possessed the virtuous 
character you gave him, |-confess | see no 
need of a radical change in him ; as a change 
im such a character could not be for the beiter. 


{f sir, the moratist is punished @yith inf~ 


nite crueity in bell, ik the name of ‘besus of 
Nazareth } wae, what ought to be the punish- 
ment of die immoret and wicked WW Uf the dog 
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72 
osers afflem, good God ! what shall we think 
of that doctrine which declares that, moral and 
virtuous men shall “ sink deeper, and deeper 
and deeper,” in hell, while indolent beggars 
are exalted to heavenly glory! ©! tell it not 
in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Aske- 
jon !” Much more, sir, might be said, but the 
subject is too revolting... I conclude by asking 
one important and candid question-—do you be- 
lieve that there is a clergyman in Christendom, 
who had not rather have in his society, ten 
men possessing the character you acribed to 
Dives, than fifty like poor Lazarus ?—Forgive 
my frankness dear sir, and be assured of my 
respects. Yours, &c. 

JOHN MAXIM, Jr. 
Rev. F. Freeman. 


Carver, Sept. 12, 1826. 


From the (Providence) Literary Cadet. 
KEVIEW., 

Anti-Universalist, Vol.1, No.1, ‘Their Folly shall be 
manifest unto all.” YerRincton & Exur, Pro- 
vidence, Saturday, August 5, 1826.—p. p. 4.— 
Quarto. 


A publication bearing this title made its ap- 


earance before the public last Saturday; and it| 


comes us to say, that any man who has a pro- 
per regard for modern Christianity, or for the 
dignity of that cause which originated in the 
birth, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, must lament that the publication in 
question ever dawned upon the world. 

We are rather unwilling to say any thing 
about this publication, for two reasons: the first 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZI 


. hae 


and extermination against the society of pe 
called Universalists, and thus they commence, 


“ft is the general opinion that people are bad enough 
already, without having Universalism preached to them,”’ 


This scandalous imputation, is enough of it 
self to display the motives of the principal, his 
aiders and abettors, of the paper in allusion, and 
tells in a language not to be misunderstood, that 
he and they would visit all who do not agree 
with them, with fire brand and sword, and in 


aie 


SERRE ee ee ee ge tere 


Ve have also been compelled to omi 
paragraph, a word for its obscenit 
gret that eur duty has compelled + 
any of the aider’s filthy effusion. B 
en’s name let us hasten to a conchusic 
ceinenng may no longer be sullied with 
ticle. 

‘We do not learn from the Telescope, when “hi 
ble Majesty’ died ; bur it must have been since last 


ter; for at that time he was if we may eredit the name pit 
per, exercising indisputable influence and controul ?— 


| the fulness of their bigotry, establish an Inqui-~! As the Telescope, however; gets the earliest intelligence 
sition. The sentence bears with it so much hy-- of such matters, may we not expect that the next will con- 
pocrisy, vulgarity, and infamy, that we will not) tin all the particulars relative to these strange events!” 


dwell longer upon it. 


The next extract we shall make, is from aj present to our readers, as emenating from 
letter professing to be addressed.to the aiders' 
of the paper, by amemler of the Church and | 
Society of Universalists in this town, but which 
in fact was written by the aders themselves, , 


and addressed to themselves, with a hope of fulfil- 
ling their base designs. 

‘There is one word in it, which, for the sake 
of decency, we omit, and which, if we were to 
insert, we should expect our patrons would 
withdraw their support What it is, all can 
conjecture, without any aid from os, and we) 
hope to be forgiven, for suffering its associated | 
words, to be copied on the face of our paper-- 


“One of the consequences that will probably follow | 
| Your attempt, willbe to make many among us feel very | 
panpldaestlys especially those who are accustomed to the_ 
use of blasphemous language, those that are accustomed | 
to steal, and lie. and get drunk ; and last, though 
'not least, those who in the practice of *#**#*##| 
| adultery ; and you know there are some of us who would 
| be considered as among the first in our town, who do these 
things.’’ 


We now ask the public if such obscenity is 


This is the last specimen of impiety we s 


columns of the Anti-Universalist. We have se- 
lected those that are the least offensive; and — 
compared with others which signalize the pub- — 
lication, they are specimens of morality. W 
shall leave the publication to the condemnation % 
of all wise and good men, and to receive their 
unqualified dennnoiation and reprobation, after — 
we have appended a few remarks. Pry 


FRIEND-HIP. 


How blest the connexion, 

Where social affection 4 
Unites heart to heart, in a circle of friends, 

Whence envy has vanish’d 

And hatred is banish’d, . bs 
And love, to each bosom, her blessing extends. 

It hallows our pleasures, 

, Enhances olir treasures, 

A yalue, to ev’ry enjoyment imparts, 9 

It softens our anguish, 

‘hen wretched, we languish 


of which is, that the public may suppose we)! to be allowed to go before the world, and ifsuch 
are disposed to engage in polemical disputes—/ publications are to be tolerated in a iand of civ- 
the other is, that we are afraid those connected | ilization—-of religion -of morality. Carlile has 
in it, may think that we are disposed to blight| been prosecuted for publishing Paine’s Age of 
the prospects before them, and that we are Reason, a work, though it be calculated to sub- 
actuated by feelings of jealousy. We protest,| vert modern Christianity, possesses the redeem- 
however, that nothing like this operates us, and’ ing merit of: containing some talent. Numer- 
that we do not incline to intermeddle with any | ous Booksellers bave been prosecuted fur pub- 
man’s religion, or to do aught that may tend to) lishing the works of Leland, and the obscenity 


And lightens the sorrows, that prey on our hearté. 
Let bold warriors quarrel, ' 
For honors and laurel ; 
And proud princes struggle for glory and pow’r, 
>! ig all, but a notion , 
Their pow’r and promotion, 
Are light airy phantoms, that fade in an hour, 
Let some doat on pleasures, 


injure cotemporaneous prints. But without 
more ado, we shall say that the getting up of 


of Rochester ; and shall this vile thing, called 
‘the Anti-Universalist, which in all that is vulgar, 


such a print, is disgraceful to those engaged in! obscene, and corrupting, “out Herod’s Herod,” 
it, and that it is calculated to bring into disre-| which has no pretentions to literary merit, be in- 


pute that very doctrine which it pretends to ad-| dulged ? 


We hope not, and certantly do expect, 


vocate, and to establish od a yet firmer basis, | that the guardians of the public weal, will adopt 


that which it opposes. 


That it should have found its way into the/| ductor of it, the punishment he merits. 


steps to suppress it, and to inflict upon the con- 
Lut we 


world is a matter of regret, and we hope, for, proceed to another extract, which is unparale]- 
the credit of the town, it will soon get out of! led in the annals of impiéty : 


it. This is saying more than we could have 


ly vile, and so well calculated to bring the Chris- 
tian Religion into disrepute, particularly that 


branch of it, which teaches men the necessity of 


repentance and forgiveness, we find ourselves 
compelled to speak thus plainly, and we shall 
not be deterred trom utteriug our sentiments. 
The publication was foisted upon the world 
in an unexpected moment, and althongh we do 
not know that is has created any particular ex- 
citement; but as it has gained an unanimous ex- 
pression of contempt, both for the disgusting im- 
piety breathed through its columns, and for the 


laxity of talent it discovers, we shall proceed to 
make sex from it, which we shall leave 
to the “Consideration of the community ;—after 
asking if such obscenity. is to be indulged. ‘The 
profess d intention of the aiders of the Anti-Uni- 
yersalist—for we will net profane the vocation 
by applying to them the term of editors—is to 
excite a feud aud to wage a war of persecution 


“UniveRsatist Croe.ry.—How cruel, after all 


wished to say, but since the thing is so complete- their ado about mercy, are Universalists ! to doom the | 
|poor drunkard, for instance, to heaven,—that world 
| where they haye no rum ; and to keep him there to we 


eternity without any, when it is a great hardship for him to 
go without one usual dram! to send thither the *****"***#*, 


| where he can have no opportunity of gratifying his de- 


sires!—the murderer, who could not kill his immortal as- 
sociates in that world if he would ! to burthen the world- 
ling, and that forever, with heavenly services, to which 
he has no heart! -How cruel is this! But cruel as it is, | 
what is it in comparison with the inexpressible cruelty of ! 
making’such characters believe that they will be in this 
heavenly state at all, and thus keep them from using the 
meansmecessary for securing it, till it is gone from them 
er !?? . " 
, a man who thus dares to profane the name 
of Heaven, and set the name of thé Almighty 
at defiance—who thus outrages every principie 
of common decency, deserves a punishment un 
known to sur laws. A wretch so abandoned, 
should not.be saffered to remain among us, te 


gangreene through the arteries of the Church. 


poison the youtbful mind, and to circulate hie ew Thing arteckos eagiiitheupbaeg ieee een 


And others on treasures, 3 
And all the gay vanities man e’er possess’d ; 
Their riches are bubbles, . 
Their joys are but troubles, wi, 
Unhallow’d and worthless, by friendship unb 
The Author of Nature ; fos 
The world’s great Creator, ‘ 
Made man, his bright image, on earth to reflect, __ 
In love’s sweet communion, ie ie 
Cemented the union, 
Of friend and companion, the work to perfeet, 
The wretch that would sever 
The sared tie, never - 
Can partake of the joys, for his species design’@; 
Man, made for each other, fs at 
As sister and brother, ; 
In friendship alone, can true happiness find. 
«. J. Frieze. | 


¥ 


7 


* 
= 


Life of Murray. 
Those who hold subscription papers for thie 
work, are requested to make immediate returns 
of the number of subscribers obtained, as it is 
necessary we should know the whole number, 
before commencing the work, a 
To Correspondents. The,“ nti-Uniyersalist,”” are. 
view of which we commence th this paper, is, like severe _ 
al other Anti-Universalist publications, a low and scurrilous 
production. But low as it is, the Editors of Zion's Merald 


lewer being attached tome 
an impartial judge inhi 


party, may be considered 


” >» % 


